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Dear Staff,  

Our combined community of bilingual and English as a Second Language 

(ESL) teachers serve almost 800 students within the district. 

Given the unique needs of our learners, different EL (English Learner) 

programs were created to assist the linguistic and academic development 

of EL students as they move toward English language proficiency.  These 

programs may look different, but all serve the purpose of ensuring our 

students move toward proficiency in English while accessing the 

mainstream curriculum and being exposed to culturally relevant teaching.  

Our EL program was created with specific state and federal mandates in 

mind. This manual outlines the requirements and explains the procedures  

we must follow to remain compliant.  This manual is a “one stop” location to 

access all the information and supporting documents. This document will be 

updated periodically as policies and procedures change. 

Thank you for all you do every day to make content comprehensible for our 

EL population. 

 

Regards, 

Raffaela Fronc  

EL Coordinator 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

  

Parents complete the Language Dominance Form 

(Appendix A)

If 2 or more of the responses indicate a 
language other than English, student is tested 

using the LAS-O, LAS-R/W, or Pre-LAS based on 
the student's age.  Interview process can also be 

completed. 

(Appendix B)

Student score between  
Pre-LAS 1-3; LAS-O 1-

3; and/or LAS-R/W 1-2

Student score between  
Pre-LAS 4-5; LAS-O 4-5; 

and/or LAS-R/W 3

If 1 response to the Language 
Dominance Form reflects another 
language  or the responses do not 

reflect another language.

PROCESS STOPS. 
STUDENT  DOES NOT 
QUALIFY FOR ESOL 

SERVICES.

STUUDENT QUALIFIES 
FOR ESOL SERVICES PROCESS STOPS. 

STUDENT  DOES NOT 
QUALIFY FOR ESOL 

SERVICES.

Flow Chart for Student Classification and 

Placement 



EL Program Overview 

 
Program 

 

 
Description 

ESL/ESOL 
 

 

 

 

 

This program is designed to provide students 

with the academic language necessary for 

successful participation in the mainstream 

classroom. Students are instructed through 

“pull out” or “push in” depending on their stage 

of language acquisition. 

 

LTSS 

 

 

 

Students who were previously enrolled in a 

bilingual program, but unable to meet the exit 

criteria within the thirty month limit of 

bilingual services are placed on Language 

Transition Support Services. Students may 

receive discreet instruction in ESL and literacy 

development as well as content instruction with 

modifications.  

 

 

 

BILINGUAL  

This is a state mandated K-12 program of basic 

instruction designed to meet the needs of 

students dominant in Spanish K-12.  While in 

the program, bilingual students are placed in 

mainstream classes. Bilingual support is given 

to them with the help of a bilingual teacher or 

bilingual paraprofessionals. The support to 

students is given in their native language via 

“pull out”, “push- in” or native language 

materials with the help of TESOL strategies.   

 

 

 

 

 

 



Bilingual Programming 

CONN. GEN. STAT. Section 10-17f (subsection b) specifies that “Whenever it is 

ascertained that there are in any public school within a local or regional school 

district twenty or more eligible students classified as dominant in any one language 

other than English, the board of education of such district shall provide a program 

of bilingual education for such eligible students for the school year next following.  

Eligible students shall be placed in such program in accordance with subsection (e) 

of this section.” 

 

The West Haven Public School’s Bilingual Education Program is a state mandated K-12 

program of basic instruction designed to meet the needs of students dominant in 

Spanish and whose English language proficiencies do not permit them to fully 

participate in an English speaking classroom. 

The goal of the program is to provide a meaningful and equal educational opportunity for 

English Language Learners (ELLs), so that they can acquire English proficiency and 

appropriate academic skills to successfully participate in the district’s mainstream 

academic program. The program mirrors the district’s curriculum, maintaining the same 

performance standards and expectations as the mainstream program, while presenting 

culturally relevant strategies for identified students. While in the program, bilingual 

students are in mainstream classes with bilingual assistance, in order to gradually 

expose them and finally exit them to an all-English environment. The program also 

offers students intensive training using TESOL strategies (i.e. SIOP). 

 

CONN. GEN. STAT. Section 10-17f (subsection d) mandates the student’s 

maximum length of stay in the Bilingual Program be 30 months (not counting 

summer school and two-way language programs). This law also stipulates that 

districts are to provide language transition support services for students not 

meeting the standard within 30 months (including but not limited to tutoring, after 

school, and summer programming). 

 

 

 



The following is the required criteria for students to classify as Bilingual/EL: 

Steps 

 

1 

 

More than one question on the Home Language Survey indicates the use of Spanish 

as the primary language in the home. 

 

 

2 

 

Observation Form for Determination of Language Dominance or  

English Proficiency Interview Form and review of prior academic history. 

 

 

 

3 

 

 

LAS –O (Level 1 or 2) 

 

4 

 

Bilingual consent form signed by a parent 

 

 

The LAS Assessment determines the student’s level of English proficiency.  This 

information is necessary for placement in any EL program (Bilingual, Sheltered, ESL).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Bilingual Exit Criteria 

 

A student may exit a Bilingual Program in any of the following ways: 

 

Meeting the state testing criteria- 

In order to exit the Bilingual program students must meet the state’s English mastery 

criteria for exiting the program.  Every spring an annual assessment of student 

progress is conducted to determine a student’s eligibility for exiting the program or 

appropriate placement for the following school year.  (State mandated tests and exit 

standards are included in this manual).  

 

Surpassing the state mandated deadline for stay in the program- 

Connecticut State Law (July 1999) mandates the student’s maximum length of stay in 

the Bilingual Program be no more than 30 months (not counting summer school and two 

way programs).  This law also stipulates that districts are to provide language transition 

support services (LTSS) for students not meeting the standard within 30 months. 

 

Parental Request 

A parent or legal guardian may choose to remove his or her child from the program at 

any time during the student’s stay in the program by submitting a written request. This 

however, does not remove the student’s identification as an EL.  Students whose 

parents refuse are still labeled as EL students and must take the LAS-LINKS each year 

until exit criteria are met. For EL exiting criteria please see English Mastery 

Standards. 

 

 

 

 



SHELTERED ENGLISH INSTRUCTIONAL PROGRAM 

High School 

In accordance with Connecticut State Law on Bilingual Education, CONN. GEN. STAT. 

Section 10-17 a-j, newly registered tenth grader after Oct 1, eleventh and twelfth 

grade native Spanish students can no longer enter a Bilingual Program.   

Sheltered instruction is an approach used for teaching language and content to English 

language learners, particularly as schools prepare students to achieve high academic 

standards in grades 9-10 for students with a Language acquisition level of 1-3.  

Academic subjects (e.g., science, social studies) are taught using English as the medium 

of instruction but specific strategies (modeling, demonstration, graphic organizers, 

adapted texts, visual aides, etc.) are utilized to teach particular content area in ways 

that are comprehensible to the students.  Sheltered instruction uses many of the 

strategies found in high quality instruction for native English speakers, but it is 

characterized by careful attention to English Language Learners’ distinctive second 

language development needs and to gaps in their educational backgrounds.  It also 

integrates content area objectives and language development objectives, providing 

instruction that meets the unique needs of English language learners enrolled in grade-

level content courses.  At West Haven High School, Sheltered Instructional Classes are 

offered in Algebra, Geometry, Global Studies, US History, Issues in Government, 

Biology, Integrated Science, and all four levels of English. Credited ESL classes are also 

offered in a sheltered environment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ESL PROGRAMS DESCRIPTION 

High School 

The ESL/ESOL Program is designed to provide students from diverse linguistic and 

ethnic backgrounds with the tools to achieve the Cognitive Academic Language 

Proficiency (CALP) necessary for successful participation in the mainstream classroom. 

ESL classes at the high school consist of scheduled class periods taught by certified 

ESL Teachers.   Beginning students receive ESL instruction for two periods per day. 

Intermediate students are placed in an ESL class for one period per day and a 

Sheltered English class for one period per day if deemed necessary.  

 

 

 

Level Who What 

A ELs at a Level 1 Beginning ESL, Beginning Reading & Writing 

B ELs at a Level 2 1 ESL class and 1 Sheltered English  

C ELs at a Level 3 1 ESL class and 1 Sheltered English 

 

 

 

* ELLs at Levels 4 or 5 receive support on an as needed basis. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ESL PROGRAMS DESCRIPTION 

Elementary and Middle School 

 

The ESL/ESOL Program is designed to provide students from diverse linguistic and 

ethnic backgrounds with the tools to achieve the Cognitive Academic Language 

Proficiency (CALP) necessary for successful participation in the mainstream classroom.  

The program helps English Language Learners to acquire the cognitive/academic 

competencies to succeed alongside their same age English speaking peers. These 

students are given support and assistance in developing language and literacy as they 

acquire the content area knowledge of the mainstream class. Students are also provided 

with instructional activities that will afford them comprehension of the cultural 

attitudes and social behavior of the English speaking community with which they will 

interact.  

Certified TESOL teachers offer instruction to eligible students .  The instruction is 

based on grade level curriculum modified appropriately for language proficiency level 

along with the input of the mainstream teacher. The program operates on a pull-

out/push-in basis with a small teacher to student ratio in order to enhance student 

learning.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

  

EL SRBI Model

Level 1

Linguistic

English Language 
Acquisition 
Instruction

Academic 

Vocabulary 
Development

Level 2 & 3

Level 4 & 5

Academic 

Core Curriculum

Linguistic

Academic Language

Linguistic

English Language 
Acquisition Instruction

Academic

Core Curriculum

Flow Chart for EL SRBI Model 



 

ENGLISH LEARNERS ENTRY AND EXIT CRITERION 

GRADES ENTRY TESTS ENTRY 

CRITERION 

ESL 

ENTRY 

CRITERION 

BILINGUAL 

EXIT TESTS EXIT 

CRITERION 

K Pre LAS Oral  

English 

Proficiency 

Interview 

Level 3 or below Level 2 or below LAS LINKS 

DRA 2 

LAS LINKS = 4 or 

5 

DRA = Level 4 

1 LAS Oral 1 

English 

Proficiency 

Interview 

Level 3 or below Level 2 or below LAS LINKS 

DRA 2 

LAS LINKS = 4 or 

5 

DRA = Level 18 

2 LAS Oral 1 

LAS Reading & 

Writing 1   

English 

Proficiency 

Interview 

LAS-O = 3 or 

below and/or 

LAS-R/W = 2 or 

below 

LAS-O = 2 or 

below and/or 

LAS-R/W = 2 or 

below 

LAS LINKS 

DRA 2 

LAS LINKS = 4 or 

5 

DRA = Level 28 

3 LAS Oral 1 

LAS Reading & 

Writing 1 

English 

Proficiency 

Interview 

LAS-O = 3 or 

below and/or 

LAS-R/W = 2 or 

below 

LAS-O = 2 or 

below and/or 

LAS-R/W = 2 or 

below 

LAS LINKS 

CMT 

LAS LINKS = 4 or 

5 

CMT: Reading & 

Math = Proficient 

(3) 

Writing = Basic 

(2) 

4 – 6 LAS Oral 1 

LAS Reading & 

Writing 2 

English 

Proficiency 

Interview 

LAS-O = 3 or 

below and/or  

LAS-R/W = 2 or 

below 

LAS-O = 2 or 

below and/or  

LAS R/W = 2 or 

below 

LAS LINKS 

CMT 

LAS LINKS = 4 or 

5 

CMT: Reading & 

Math = Proficient 

(3) 

Writing = Basic 

(2) 

7 – 9 LAS Oral 2 

LAS Reading & 

Writing 3 

 

LAS-O = 3 or 

below and/or  

LAS-R/W = 2 or 

below 

LAS-O = 2 or 

below and/or  

LAS R/W = 2 or 

below 

LAS LINKS 

CMT 

LAS LINKS = 4 or 

5 

CMT: Reading & 

Math = Proficient 

(3) 

Writing = Basic  

(2) 

10 - 12 LAS Oral 2 

LAS Reading & 

LAS-O = 3 or 

below and/or  

LAS-R/W = 2 or 

LAS-O = 2 or 

below and/or  

LAS R/W = 2 or 

LAS LINKS 

CMT 

LAS LINKS = 4 or 5 

CAPT: Reading, 

Math, Writing = 



Writing  below below Basic (2) 

 

 

Performance Standard Indicators (August 2010) 

Toward Meeting the State English Mastery Standard 

 

Language Assessment Scales (LAS) 

Scores Required in Partial Fulfillment for Exit from Language Services 

 

Grades K-12 Level 4 or 5 on the LAS-Link 

 

 

CMT – 4 Grades 3-8 

Scores Required in Partial Fulfillment for Exit from Language Services 

 

 Mathematics Proficient 
Standard (Level 3) 

Reading Proficient 
Standard (Level 3) 

Writing Basic 
Standard (Level 2) 

Grade 3 210 and above 217 and above 188 and above 

Grade 4 215 and above 227 and above 185 and above 

Grade 5 215 and above 215 and above 186 and above 

Grade 6 214 and above 220 and above 185 and above 

Grade 7 216 and above 208 and above 192 and above 

Grade 8 214 and above 219 and above 189 and above 

 

CMT-Grade 9 

Scores Required in Partial Fulfillment for Exit from Language Services 

 

 School Secure CMT 
Generation 3 Grade 8 

Mathematics Proficient 
Standard (Level 3) 

School Secure 
CMT Generation 3 
Grade 8 Reading 

Proficient 
Standard (Level 3) 

School Secure CMT 
Generation 3 Grade 
8 Writing Proficient 
Standard (Level 2) 

Grade 9 216 and above 218 and above 192 and above 

 



 

CAPT- Grade 10, 11 and 12 

Scores Required in Partial Fulfillment for Exit from Language Services 

 

 Mathematics Proficient 
Standard 

Reading Proficient 
Standard 

Writing Basic 
Standard 

Grade 10, 11 and 
12 

191 and above 174 and above 182 and above 

 



Connecticut Mastery Test Modified Assessment System (CMT MAS) 

Grades 3-8 

Scores Required in Partial Fulfillment for Exit from Language Services 

 

 Mathematics Proficient MAS (Level 2) Reading Proficient MAS (Level 2) 

Grade 3 223 and above 256 and above 

Grade 4 225 and above 230 and above 

Grade 5 224 and above 231 and above 

Grade 6 224 and above 253 and above 

Grade 7 257 and above 246 and above 

Grade 8 261 and above 237 and above 

 

Connecticut Mastery Test Modified Assessment System (CPT MAS) 

Grades 10-12 

Scores Required in Partial Fulfillment for Exit from Language Services 

 

 Mathematics Proficient Standard 
MAS (Level 2) 

Reading Proficient 
Standard MAS (Level 2) 

Grade 10, 11 and 12 263 and above 241 and above 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ELL Eligibility Step 2:  Observation Form for Determination of Language Dominance 

(Optional- May Substitute Interview) 

School Name ___________________________  

 

Student’s Name _________________________________________ Grade_____________ 

 

Date of Observation ____________________________ Name of Observer ___________________ 

 

Location of Observation:  

 
Classroom      __________ 

 
Cafeteria        __________ 

 
Playground     __________ 

 
Hallway          __________ 

 
Home             __________ 

 
Other (specify) __________ 

 

Rating of Observer: (Rate student in English and in the presumed dominant language) 

 English Spanish Turkish or Arabic Other 

Uses Frequently     

Comprehensibility     

Uses Complete 
Sentences  

    

 

Based on the above findings, please check the appropriate box indicating the student’s language 
dominance: 

 

1. Other language  (specify)_____________    
 

2. English 
 

3. Bilingual (speaks two languages competently)  
 

The two languages are: _________________________ and  _________________________ 

 

Signature of Observer _______________________________________ Date _________________ 



 Step 3: English Proficiency Interview Form A & B 

 

STEP 3: English Proficiency Interview Form A      

(K-4) to Determine English Language Proficiency 

 

Student Name ___________________________  Student ID ____________________ 

 

 

School _________________ Grade__________ Home Room _____________ 

 

Date of Birth ______________Signature ________________Title _____________ 

 

Directions: Please record student responses verbatim.  Encourage as much conversation as possible.  

When the interview is over, score each response. 

 

Rating for Expressive Vocabulary 

Fluent-2 Inadequate Response-1     No Reponse-0   

 

 1. What is your full name?  __________________________________  

 

 2. How old are you? ________________________________________  

 

3. Do you have any brothers, sisters and/or cousins? Tell me about them     

_________________________________________________________     

_________________________________________________________ 

  

 4. What do you like to do at home? ____________________________        



_________________________________________________________ 

  

5. What do you do after school? _______________________________       

 

6. What are some things you like to eat? _________________________      

_________________________________________________________ 

   

 7. What do you like to buy at the store? _________________________       

  

8. Do you watch TV? _______What is your favorite TV show?  Tell me       

about it ___________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

 

 9. What are you wearing today? ______________________________           

________________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________ 

   

 10. What games do you like to play? __________________________           

             

 Total        _____ 

Scoring: Grades K-4 

1-13 = Limited English Proficient (LEP) 

14-20=English Proficient (EP) 

  



STEP 3: English Proficiency Interview Form B     

(5-12) to Determine English Language Proficiency 

 

Student Name ____________________ Student ID ____________________Date________ 

 

School ___________________________ Grade__________  

 

Date of Birth ______________________ Signature ________________Title ____________ 

 

Directions: Please record student responses verbatim.  Encourage as much conversation as possible.  

When the interview is over, score each response. 

Rating for Expressive Vocabulary 

 Fluent-2 Hesitates-1     No Reponse-0   

 

Personal  1.What is your name?  ____________________________________________ 

 

  2. How old are you? _____________________________________________ 

 

3. Do you have any brother, sisters and/or cousins? Tell me about them.     

  

    _______________________________________________________ 

    _______________________________________________________ 

 

  4. What do you do after school? ______________________________________ 

  

  5. Where did you eat last night? ______________________________________ 

 



  6. What do you like to do on the weekends? ____________________________ 

      ________________________________________________________ 

 

  7. What is your favorite TV show?  Tell me about it. ______________________ 

      ________________________________________________________ 

      ________________________________________________________ 

   

8.  Tell me something about your country. ______________________________ 

      ________________________________________________________ 

 

  9. What is your favorite subject and why? ______________________________ 

      ________________________________________________________ 

   

10. Who is your best friend?  Tell me about them. ________________________ 

    

Total               ______  

Scoring: Grades 5-12  

1-13 = Limited English Proficient (LEP) 

14-20 = English Proficient (EP)



 

 

 


